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always accompany great men. For your com-
fort I am in great hopes that the number of
your friends and admirers will increase, and
that you have some chance of ministerial, or
even * * * * patronage. Now, my friend, such
rapid success is very uncommon: and do you
think yourself in no danger of suffering by
applause and a full purse ? Remember Solo-
mon's advice, which he spoke from experience,
" stronger is he that conquers/' 8cc. Keep fast
hold of your rural simplicity and purity, like
Telemachus, by Mentor's aid, in Calypso's isle,
or even in that of Cyprus. I hope you have
also Minerva with you. I need not tell you
how much a modest diffidence and invincible
temperance adorn the most shining talents, and
elevate the mind, and exalt and refine the ima-
gination, even of a poet

I hope you will not imagine t speak from
suspicion or evil report.     I assure you I speak

from love and good report, and good opinion,
and a strong desire to see you shine as much in
the sun-shine as you have done in the shade,
and in the practice as you do in the theory of
virtue. This is my prayer, in return for your
elegant composition in verse. All here join in
compliments and good wishes for your further
prosperity,
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